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son, ſee char you do not 
TRE fatally loſe your ſelves 
* En LN oy your own Choice. 
he your ſelves Britons, 

by fixing on Men you 
know to be ſteady and 
well-affketed to the Government, and 
who are able and bold to ſerve you in 


promoting the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 


encouraging the Trade and Commerce 


of the Nation. 

| Betray nor the common Intereſt of 
your Country, by a baſe Election; nor 
let rhe Recompence of private Favours 
from a Neighbour, Money or Treating, 
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S to your preſent Electi- 
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5 . your! Cake, uſe Foie 1 3 
and be neither ſoothed nor bribed about 
that which in our Conſtitution is the 
Great Bulwark of your Liberties. 

_ . Seriouſly weigh and regard theſe fol- 
lowing Particulars. | 
Conſider who they are that have ſer- 
ved you with Courage and Fidelity; and 
whether thoſe who offer themſelves hold 
and maintain the Principles of thoſe Men 
Who withſtood the Arbitrary and Violent 
Attempts made in the Reigns- of King 
Charles and King Fames, on the Religi- 
ous and Civil Rights of the People of 

the Brit; Dominions. 

Conſider whether they were not ear- 
ly for putting a ſtop to the Deſigns of 
the late King of France, on the Liberties 
of Europe, and continuing with our Al- 
lies the laſt War with France and Sparn, 
till a Peace was procured anſwerable to 
the Expences we had been at, and the 
Victories obtained. 

Conſider, and make not Choice of 
thoſe Perſons who, cither themſelves or 
in Principle, were againſt the Settlement 
of the Crown on the immortal King 
William, and in the Tlluſtrious Houſe of 
Hanover; who maintain and abet the 
Notions of hereditary, indefeaſible, and 
9 Right; by which they nd 
cha- 


* * * it, . # ww— 


longer, according to our Saviour's charg- 


— 


charitably be concluded Enemies to his 
Majeſty's Title and Government. 
-- Conſider who were the Men that went 
into all the Meaſures of the Lords Ox- 
ford, late D. of Ormond, Bolingbroke, 
and others, whereby not only anEnd was 
put to the moſt noble and formidable 
Alliance, but the Fruits of our Victories 


given up, and our Trade and Navigati- 


on ſacrific d to the Houſe of Bourbon, by 
precarious, diſhonourable and pernicious 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce. 

. Particularly conſider, and inform yaur 
ſelves, who of the Perſons that ſeek 
your Choice voted for the Bill for mak- 
ing Effeftual the Eighth and Ninth Ar- 
ticles of the Treaty of Commerce with 
France ; which Bill the Chief Trading 
Cities, Towns and Places of Great-Bri- 
tain petitioned the Houſe of Commons 
might nor paſs, as detrimental and de- 
ſtructive to the Trade and Manufac- 
tures, Navigation and Riches of this 
Kingdom. 5 75 

Fling not your Choice upon Perſecu- 

tors; ſuch Men there are ſtill amongſt 
you: for, tho the Meetings of Diſſen- 


ters are become as Legal as thbſe in 
Churches, yet Men may be Perſecutors, 


tho' they are not able to perſecute any 


ing 


(.6:) 


ing the Guilt of intended Sins on thoſe 
who never acted them. Bu, 
Caſt your Votes on Men of large 
Principles, ſuch as will nor ſacrifice their 
Neighbours to the Frowardneſs of their 
own Party in Religion, ſuch as will in- 
violably maintain the Civil Rights of all 
that live ſoberly and regularly under 
thepreſent Government. | 
Chuſe fincere Proteſtants; Men who 
are pleaſed with and thankful to God 
for our Deliverance at the Revolution, 
from Arbitrary Power and Popery, and 
for his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne; 
ſuch Men, who wiſh Churchmen would 
be leſs ſevere, and Diſſenters leſs ſeru- 
pulous; Men who themſelves or their 
Anceſtors have zealouſly and boldly, in 
deſpite of Dangers, apply'd themſelves 
to oppoſe the Popiſh Intereſt in this 
Kingdom, and the late French King's De- 
ſigns on the Liberties of Europe. 
Make Choice of Men, and only ſuch, 
who are hearty Friends to his Majeſty 
and his Family, Enemies to the Preten- 
der and his Family, Friends ro Liberty 
and the Proteſtant Religion, Enemies to 
Arbitrary Power and Popery ; Men who 
are Encouragers of the Trade and Ma- 
nufactures of Great-Britam, and of a 
contrary Opinion to that of fo many of 
| - | our 
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our Nobility, Clergy, Gentry and Com- 
monalty from 1710, to 1714, that there 
is not an inſeparable Aſfinity between 
the Landed Trading Intereſt, or that 
One in all Councils and Debates ſhould 
have the Preference — the Other; when 
it is Demonſtration that it cannot po ill 
with Trade but Land will fall, — 
with Land but Trade will feel it. 
Chuſe Men who are not only Friends 
to Liberty and Religion, and Encoura- 
gers of ManufaQures and Trade, bur 
will readily grant the annual neceſſary 
Supplies for the Honour and Support 
of the Government, for maintaining its 
Alliances, and holding the Ballance of 
Europe ; for the fitting out Fleets to pre- 
vent our being encroached upon or in- 
ſulted in remote Parts ; and not only to 
preſerve our Merchants from being 
wronged, but likewiſe to render Great- 
Britain formidable in the Eaſt and Weſt 
Indies, as well as Mediterranean and 
Northern Seas: and at the ſame Time 
careful in examining into the Disburſe- 
ments of the Money ſo given, and en- 
quiring if our Soldiers and Seamen are 
regularly paid, Ships of War rebuilt and 
kept in good Repair, and the neceſſary 
Quantities of Stores and warlike Am- 
munition of all kinds in our Yards and 
Arſenals. Tho 


C8) 
Tho the great Charge on thoſe Mi- 
niſters, who ſo honeſtly and faithfully 
ſerved and adviſed the late Queen the 
firſt Eight Years of her Reign, was the 
annual Expence the War neceſſarily 
brought on the Nation; yer thoſe very 
Men who broached this Charge, and 
brought the Clamour upon them on this 
Head, raiſed and levied more Money e- 
very Year during their Serving and Ad- 
viſing her Majeſty, than the Lord Go- 
dolphin and others had done in any one 
Year before: And notwithſtanding the 
Clamours that were alſo made againſt 
the Ways of raiſing Money before the 
Year 1710, it is notorious the Methods 
taken by the Clamourers (ſuch as lay- 
ing the Dutics on Soap, Candles, Lea- 
ther, &c.) were much harder, and more 
grievous to the Subject, and detrimental 
ro the Trade and Buſineſs of the Nation. 

It cannot be forgot, that during the 
War, the Commodities of our Growth 
and Manufacturing bore a good Price, 
and that Rents throughout England were 
thereby well paid; and that until the 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce with 
France and Spain were made publick, 
and the Trading Part of the Nation un- 
der Apprehenſion the 8th and gth Arti- 
cles of the Treaty of Commerce with 

France 
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with France would be rendred effectual 
by Parliament, Manufactures proceeded 
briskly, Wages were pretty high, and, 
generally ſpeaking, Tenants and all 
the middle Rank of People much at their 
Eaſe. And 

That as ſoon as the Treaties of Com- 
metce with France and Spain were made 
publick, there commenced a general Diſ- 
ſatisfaction among the Merchants and 
Manufacturers, Owners of Ships and 


Seamen. The Merchants petitioned both 


Houſes of Parliament againſt ſeveral Ar- 
ticles in each Treaty, and the Manufac- 


turers and Traders of Great Britain a- 
gainſt making eſſectual, by Parliament, 
the Sch and gth Articles of the Treaty 


of Commerce with France. 
As this can't be forgot, ſo neither can 
it, to what a Degree all Stocks fell up- 


on the Change of the Miniſtry in 1710 3 
and that nothing, no not Peace it ſelf, 
was able to raiſe them to their former 
Value, until his Majeſty's molt ſeaſona- 


ble and happy Acceſſion to the Throne. 
But no ſooner was his Majeſty arrived 


in this Kingdom, than that Credit re- 


vived, Trade and Manufactures pro- 
ceeded briskly; and an appearance of a 
general Eaſe and Satis faction among all 
Ranks and Orders of; Men, but m 

and 


(10) 
and the Adherents of rhoſe, who had 
paved a Way for delivering the People 
of Great Britain into the Hands of 
France or the Pretender. 

It cant be now diſputed, but chat 
beef rhe Great Officers of the King- 
dom, at the Time of the Queen s Death, 
had formed a Deſign to bring in the Pre. 
tender, and ſet aſide the Succeſſion in the 
Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover: That Part 


of them are in the Prerender's Service, 
who if not now, were not long ago, 
idolized publickly by the Tories: That 
Riſings were intended in Favour of the 
Pretender in many Parts of this King- 
dom; particularly, that his Standard 


was to have been ſet up at Oxford and 
Bath, in Staffordſhire, and in the Weſt 


'of England, as it actually was in the 
North, and in Scotlanl. 


From the Vear 1710, to the Time of 


the Rebellion, it was impoſſible to make 
ſome Men believe, that when the Whigs 
were out of Place, or the Tories in 
Place, that Religion or Liberty, Trade 
or Manufactures, or any Thing, could 
be in Danger; nor were any Men but 


thoſe denominated Tories, teckon d 
Friends to the Church : Though the 


Ihigs paſſed a Law the Second Sefſions | 
of che la Parliament, for aſcertaining 


the 


the Diſpoſition of Money ariſing by 
Firſt Fruits and Tenths, (given by the 
late Queen during a hig Adminiſtra- 


tion, and ſettled by a Mig Parliament) 


and, for Maintenance of Miniſters to 
Officiate in the Fifty New. Churches 


that ſhall be built in or about the Cities 


of London and Weſtminſter. . 
This Act, together with His Majeſty's. 
Royal Donation to the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, ſhews the particular Regard that 


was had for the Church, even when the 


Safety and Preſervation of the State, 
which was ſo greatly endangered by 
Men, who pretended to juſtify their Con- 


duct from their Love to the Church, 
might reaſonably be ſuppoſed fully to 
have employed the Thoughts, not only 
of his Majeſty, but his Miniſters and both 
Houſes of Parliament. l 5 
It has been taken Notice, that on his 
Majeſty's Acceſſion Stocks immediately 


' roſe, and Trade proceeded briskly ; and 


ſo eaſy was the Merchant and Manufac- 
turer made thereby, that the Second 


Vear of his Majeſty's Reign, when France 


and Spain were brought to explain 
and better adjuſt their Treaties, tho 
Value of our Exports amounted to 


more (tho the Rebellion-Year) than 


7,000,090 4, CSG” 
5 B 1 » a 
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And as our Exports went on increaſ- 
ing; ſo it is certain, as Intereſt of Mo- 
ney was, through the Plenty of it, na- 
1 rurally brought to 4 per Cent. if it had 
l not been for the South. Sea Scheme, our 
1 Commerce Abroad had been before this 
| cxrended to a much greater Degree than. 
| at any Time before. \ 861 5 

It muſt be owned, that unhappy 
Scheme has brought Credit very low, 
and occaſioned a great Damp and Stag- 
nation to all Foreign and Domeſtick Bu- 
ſineſs. But as Foreigners have not laid 
hold of the Opportunity which the 
Scheme gave them, of carrying out the 
Money they had in our Stocks and 
Funds, to the great Advantage of them- 
ſelves and Loſs to this Nation, it may 
be concluded we are richer, or as rich 
as ever; and that when Mankind ſhall 
come to caſt abour, and know who to 
Truſt either Abroad or at Home, it is 
not to be doubted, but that if the Ad- 
miniſtration of our Publick Affairs be 
ſteady and upright, Money will be ſoon | 
plenty, and Intereſt naturally Four per 
Cent. and under, and conſequently Trade 
carried to as great a Height as at any 
Time in this Nation. | 

It plainly appears by the Execution 
of the Sourh-Sea Scheme, that it _ 

GER” calcu- 


GY... 


caleulared by the Projectors not with a 
View to. the Service of the Publick, but 


to enrich themſelves. And there is no 
accounting for irs being accepted by the 


late Houſe of Commons, unleſs in re- 


gard to the obtaining ſo great a Pre- 
mium from the Company for the Bar- 


gain of taking in the Irtedeemables as 
_ 7,750,000 4. towards the Diſcharge of 
the National Debt. | 


The Report of the Secret Committee 


points at what were the Inducements to 
ſeveral Gentlemen to vote forthe Scheme; 
but it is Charity to believe that many 
others, hoſe Names are not theteiti 
mentioned, did not in the leaſt forefee 
the faral Conſequences of it ro the Trade 
and Buſineſs, Riches and Proſperity of 
the Nation; as. thoſe Gentlemen did, 
who, to theit immortal Honour, gave 
their Oppoſition to it; at the Head of 
whom appeared Mr. Wulpolk, now Firſt 
Lord of the Treaſury, & Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. | 

It is not to be denied bur thoſe Men 
who voted for the Scheme itt either 
Houſe of Parliament with an. otliet 
View, or on any other Conſideration 
than to obtain 7,750,000 J. towatds th 
Diſcharge of rhe Publick Debt, as we 
as thoſe who wete in the Adminiſtration, 


and 
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i. 
and had any hand in recommending it 


to be accepted, and preſſing the palling 
it into a Law, have much to anſwer to 


their Country for their Conduct and 
Advice. 


Lag ho were in Poſt, and can be 


Fernen 


cution 55 it, at the Court End of che 
Town, as Sir John Blunt, Mr. Knight, 
Mr. Hawes, Mr. Gibon and Mr. Che- 
ter, &c. in the City: And I alſo believe 


it equally unjuſt ro charge any other 


Perſons in or near Mhitehall or St. Fames's, 


in approving. the Scheme, or the Exe- 


cuting of it; as any other than thoſe 
named of the late Directors and Mr. 
Knight, with endeavouring to bribe 
Members: of both Houſes for Votes for 


the accepting of the Scheme, and. t to 
paſs it into a Law. 


When the Scheme was accepted, or 
the Bill paſſed the Royal Aſſent, Lord 
Carlton was not Preſident of the Coun- 
cil, nor Lord Townſhend and Lord Car- 


teret 
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teret Secretaries of State, nor Mr. Mal. 
pole at the Head of the Treaſury, not 
Mr. Pelham, Mr. Edgcomb, and Sit Char- 
les Turner Lords of the Treaſury, nor 
Mr. Methwin Comptroller of thè Houſ- 
hold, nor Mr. Carteret, Sir John Hobart, 
and ſeveral other Gentlemen detiomi- 
nated Whigs, in Places. 
Therefore it muſt be condeded: hi oh 
ly unjuſt ro ſtigmatize all thoſe 1955 1 are 
in the Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs, 
or all the Whigs in Place, as Approvers 
| and Encouragers of the Acceptance of 
4 the Scheme; when it is notoribus the 
Generality of them were Enemies to the 
Scheme; and when it may be ſafel 
advanced, that had an equal Numb 
of Tory Members join d in voting. with 
Sir Thomas Hanmer and Mr. Shippen a- 


4 gainſt the Scheme, to what there did of 
| the Whiz Members with Mr; Walpole 
E | and Mr. Methwin, the Law for ſancti- 
> | Myingir had never n che Houſe of 
3 Commons. 
= But ſo far have Mens Pattichs: arg] 
Prejudices, occaſioned by their Loſſes, 
r {| -carry'd them, that the Nature of 'Fruth 
n | and real Facts are not to be minded or 
regarded; and even thoſe who were, next 
cd o the late Directors, or the Directors f 
1-3 8 the chief Occaſion of the wicked 


Exe- 


— — 
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Execution of the Scheme, are the Per- 
ſons who have clamoured moſt againſt 
the 2 Made 7 * been 
propoſed for reſtoring of Credit, by put- 
ting Things on a ſolid and laſting Foun- 
dation. | 341 
The chief Clamourers are leaſt to be 
pity d; for without their having ſo warm- 
y eſpouſed and preſſed the taking in 
Subſcriptions at above 300 per Cent. 
and borrowing great Sums at great Pre- 
miums, and laying it out in Stock and 
Subſcriptions, and contracting for Stock 
and Subſcriptions to pay at diſtanc 
Times, and ignorantly cryingup the great 
Height it would riſe to, and the intrin- 
ſick Value it had, the late Directors 
could never have ſo wickedly executed 
the Scheme, nor had the Proprietors: of 
the Redecmable Debts, nor many others, 
been ſo greatly Sufferers. ; 
The late Directors were the Idols of 
theſe very Men; and thoſe who gave 
any Oppoſition to the Scheme, or that 
early ſhewed the Conſequences that muſt 
attend the Nation by their weak and 
wicked Execution of it, were Men nat 
to be endured ; nor was Exchange- Alley 
a Place wiſe Men and Calculators 
were allowed to come to: And tho now 
and then an Enemy to the —_— 1 
al- 


(7 


Oalculator, durſt venture into the Neighs 
bourhood of it, but he was ſure always 


ro be baited, and it was well if he got 
off without being beat or perſonally ill 
treated by ſome of the Heroes for Stocks 
being at 1500 or higher. ee, 
It would be but juſt in the Free-hol- 


ders and Electors of Great-Britain to 
lay the Blame of the Misfortunes, which 
the Credit and Trade of the Nation has 
lain under for more than a Year paſt, 


at the Door of thoſe, where, in juſtice 
and Reaſon it ought to be laid, and not 
on one Patty or Denomination of Men 
only, nor on thoſe who have the Admi- 
niſtration of Publick Affairs at this 
Time under his Majeſty; which nothing 


can account for Mens being ſo weak 


or malicious as to do, unleſs that o- 


thers, who, beſides Mr. Aiſlabie, promo- 


moted the Scheme, are not removed 
from his Majeſty's Preſence and Councils. 


Sir Mliam Temple obſerves, That 
* when Complaints and Diſcontents are 
* ſown among well-meaning Men, they 


© are ſure to be cultivared by others that 


© are ill and intereſted, and who cover 


| © their own Ends under thoſe of the Pub- 
1 © lick, and by the Good and Service of 
© the Nation, mean nothing but their 


own 


(48:9): 


© own. The Practice begins of Knaves 


3 upon Fools, of artificial and crafty Men 


© upon the Simple and Good; theſe ea- 
*fily follow and are caught, while the 


others lay Trains and purſue a Game, 


* wherein they defign no other Share 
* than of Toil and Danger to their Compa- 
ny, but the Gain and the Quarry whol- 


© ly to themſelves. 


He adds ; © They blow up Sparks 
that fall in by Chance, or could not 
© be avoided, or elſe throw them in 
* whereyer they find rhe Stubble is dry: 

* They find our Miſcarriages wherever 
they are, and forge them often where 
they are not; they quarrel firſt with 
the Officers, and then with the Prince 
or the State ; ſometimes with rhe Exe- 


*<cution of Laws, and at others with the 


© Inſtitutions, how antient and ſacred ſo- 
ever. They make Fears paſs for Dan- 
gers, and Appearances for Truth; re- 
© preſent Misfortunes for Faults, and 
* Mole-hills for Mountains; and by the 
Perſuaſions of the Vulgar, and Preten- 
ces of Patriots, or Lovers of their 
Country, at the ſame Time they un- 
* dermine the Credit and Authority of 
* the Government, and ſet up their own. 
This raiſes a Faction between thoſe 
Subjects that would ſupport it, and 
_ © thoſe 


7 
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* thoſe that would ruin it ; or rather be- 
* tween thoſe that poſſeſs the Honours 
© and Advantages of it, and thoſe that, 
under Pretence of Reforming, deſign 
© only or chiefly to change the Hands it 
is in, and care little what becomes of 
the reſt. 


Nothing is more common than eve- 
ry Day to hear in Diſcourſe, and read 


in Print, general Exclamations againſt 
the Adminiſtration, of the want of Credit 
and Money, Decay of Trade and Ma- 


nufactures, Poverty and Loſs of all Bu- 


ſineſs among People; which have been 


ever the common Topicks at proper 


Seaſons of deſigning Men of all 
Parties, and are induſtriouſly revived at 
this Time to ſerve the Purpoſes of Two 
Setts of Men; One who aim, by render- 
ing thoſe who are in Place, and have 
been in Parliament, obnoxious and o- 
dious to the People, to get into their 
Places, and in their Room in Parlia- 


ment; and the Other to ſettle the Pre- 


tender on the Britiſh Throne. 

It would be but juſt in theſe Exclaim- 
ers to point out the Particulars to juſti- 
fie their general Charges, (which till 
they do, ought to be diſregarded) and 
it may be ask d them, if bad Admini- 

© 4% ſtra- 
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ſtration, the want of Credit and Mo- 
ney, decay of Trade and Manufactures, 
Poverty and Loſs of Buſineſs among 
the People, have not been ever the 
common Topicks at proper Seaſons of 
deſigning Men? And if the Exports or 
Imports of our Goods and Merchan- 
dize (by which we can only judge of 
our Foreign Commerce and the increaſe 
or decreaſe of our Riches) have not 
been larger and more conſiderable, 
moſt Years ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſi- 
on, than any one Year in any Reign be- 
fore ; and if they do not greatly exceed 
at a Medium ſince that Time the like 
Number of Years in any preceding 
Reign? 5 

In the Year 1715, notwithſtanding 
the Rebellion, the Value of the Exports 
amounted to 7,379,409 J. and whoever 
will be at the Pains to value them for a- 
ny one Ycar ſince, will find them to a- 
mount to as great a Value, and ſome 
Years ſince to near 9,000,000 J. Where- 
as in the Year 1688, (when our glo- 
rious Deliverer King William reſcued 
our Church, our Laws, our Liberties 
and Trade from Ruin) our Exports a- 
mounted but to 2,006,374 1.19 s. Where- 
by it appears, that ſince thar happy 
Year, notwithſtanding the unayoidable 


Preſ- 


( 
preſſures and Loſſes occaſioned by Two 
neceſſary Wars, our Foreign Trade has 
prodigiouſly encreaſed, and that we ex- 


ported 5,373,034 J. 1 s. in the Yeat 


1715, more than in the Year 1688. 


This prodigious Encreaſe in our Ex- 


portations is certainly owing to the 


great Encreaſe of our Manufactures and 
Plantations, and their Encreaſe to the 
Prohibition of Trade with France; and 
is certainly ſufficient to ſatisfy any Man 


that our Foreign Trade has encreaſed 


ſince the Revolution. In Three Years 
before which, the French imported upon 
us in their Manufactures and Products 
to the Value of 4,000,000 J. beſides 


what was brought in clandeſtinely. 


It is certain, that during the Two 
Wars, underraken in Defence of the 
Religion, Preſervation of the Laws, and 
Vindication of the Rights and Liberties 
of the People of England, our Product 
and Manufactures, generally ſpeaking, 
ſold well both at Home and Abroad, 


and it has been juſtly computed, that 


our great Exportations maintained or 
anſwered rhe annual Expence of thoſe 


Wars, and not only hindered our Mo- 


neys being drawn from us in Specie 
for the Subſiſtence of our Treops, and 


Payment of our Subſidics to Foreign 


Princes, 
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Princes, but brought the Nation a con- 
fiderable Ballance of Profit annually, 
upwards of 500,000 J. per Annum more 
than the Charge or Expence of the 
War. . : 
By the Encreaſe of the Exports of 
our Product and Manufactures, and Re- 
Exportation of our Plantation and other 
Goods, it is clear that the Stock, as 
well as the Value of the Lands of 
40 pd „have prodigiouſly encreaſed 
and augmented ſince the Revolution; 
and conſequently that every one who 
has any Intereſt or Concern for the 
Welfare of his Country, ought not on- 
ly to take Care that the Trade and 
Commerce of Great- Britain receive no 
Prejudice, nor lye under any Diſcourage- 
ments; but to promote to the utmoſt of 
their Power, the Choice of ſuch Per- 
ſons to ſerve in the enſuing Parliament, 
as are and have been ſtrenuous Aſſerters 
and Defenders of the invaluable Bleſ- 
ſings which were at that happy Period, 
by Divine Providence, beſtow'd on this 
Nation. 15 
It is happy for the Nation, that the 
French Prohibition was not taken off 
by making effectual by Act of Parlia- 
ment, the 87h and 97h Articles of the 
Treaty of -Commerce with France, and 
which 
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which the Traders and Manufacturers 


of Great-Britain need be in no Appre- | 


henſion of ever being again attempted : 
And as not only Duxkirk is entirely de- 
moliſh'd, the Work of Mardyke deftroy'd, 
an advantageous Treaty of Commerce 
concluded with Spazn, Peace reſtored in 
the North, and Juſtice obtained for the 


| Merchants of Portugal; but Encourage- 


ment given to our Commerce by An Act 


for Encouragement of the Silk Manufac- 


tures of this Kingdom, and for taking off 
ſeveral Duties on Merchandizes export- 
ed, &c. for the Exportation of our Ma- 
nufattures and Products to Foreign Parts, 
giving a Bounty to the Exporter, and 


for the Importation of all Kinds of Com- 


modities uſeful in work! and dying 
our _— it 2 Ha bat | 
that our Trade will thereby be extend- 
ed equal to the Encouragement given, 
and that (to uſe his Majeſty's Words, ) 
*1t will excite the Induſtry of his Sub- 
* zets, employ a greater Number of the 
* Poor, encreaſe our Navigation, and be 
* a conſiderable Addition to the Riches 
and Strength of this Nation. 

It is not ro be doubred, as the late 
Parliament in their laſt Seffions, have 


given Encouragement to the Traders and 


Manufacturers, Merchants and Planters of 
a . __ Great - 
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Great- Britain, by allowing a Bounty on 
certain Species of our Manufactures and 
Product exported, and by taking off the 
Duties on all Commodities uſeful in 
Dying and Working up our Manufactures 
imported, but that his Majeſty's Mini- 
ſters will adviſe him (as — did at the 
opening of the laſt Seſſions) at the next 
Meeting of his People in Parliament, to 
recommend to them, that they will pro- 
ceed further in eaſing our foreign and 
domeſtick Trade of the great Duties and 
Impoſitions on both; which thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who had the framing, adjuſting 
and conducting the above Encourage- 
ment cant but be very able to prepare, 
in ſuch a Manner as to give Satisfaction 
both to the Landed Man and Trader, 
and at the ſame Time ſhew the Credi- 
tors of the Government, that the Re- 
payment of the Principal and Intereſt 


which the Publick is indebted to them, 


will be more ſecure and certain than 
otherwiſe. 

And as it is certain our Stock in Trade 
is greater (the Encreaſe of our Manu- 
factures conſidered) than at any Time 


paſt, we ought not only to be caſy 


and think better of our Condition, than 


the common Exclaimers againſt the Ad- 
miniſtration deſire it ſhoul be believed, 


but 


} 


@--9; 


but alſo endeavour every one amongſt 
us to encourage and enlarge our Trade: 
and Commerce, which can only enable 


the Nation (as it will advance the Du- 
ties of Cuſtoms and Exciſe) to clear the 


great Load of Debt it labours under, 
and to encreaſe in Riches and Power. 
If Mens ſuffering by the Saut h. Jæa 


Scheme, (which is ſhewn, cannot with 


any Truth or Juſtice be chargeable on 


his Majeſty's preſent Miniſters, the Bo- 


dy of Whygs in Place, or lately in Parlia- 


ment) had not blinded and prejudic d their 


Reaſon and Underſtanding, ſure 1 am che 
late Encouragement given: to the Trade 


and Manufactures of this Kingdom had 


beenreceiv'd with the greateſt Thanks, and 
met with, the higheſt Approbation; and 
the common People had nor failed of 
making Publick Rejoycings for this En- 
couragement, as they 10 when the 


French Bill of Commerce was rejected: 


But the Nature of Men and Things 


ſeem to be inverted, and Mankind are 


ſhamefully miſled by falſe Facts, b' 


groundleſs Suſpicions, and by unju 


Reaſonings, and ſuffer themſelves to be 


led on to do the Work of the common 


Enemy ; or (to uſe his Majeſt 's Words) 
to be impoſed upon and betrayed into their 
own Deſtruttion. Es 
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Great Complaints in general are made 
by ſome Men, who pretend to have an - 
uncommon Concern at this Time for the 
Religion and Liberties, Welfare and 
Proſperity of their Country, againſt the 
Adminiſtration of Affairs both Abroad 
and ar Home, the annual Expence of the 
Government, and the bad Oeconomy of 
the Publick Money: But when they 


are calld upon to explain Themſelves 


on theſe Heads, there are nor any Two 
of them can agree on what Head to 
charge the Adminiſtration, or how they 
would lefſen the annual Expence, nor 
wherein the bad Oeconomy lies of the 
Publick Money; theyare ſpeculative Poli- 
ticians, little acquainted with, and leſs ca- 

pable of Foreign Affairs or Domeſtick Bu- 
ſineſs; they can pull down, but not build; 
they can contrive to ruin a Government, 
but not ſupport it; their Talents lie in 
making popular Harangues, and railing 
againſtthoſe inPower,or in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Publick Affairs: And it is certain 
that ſome of them have, by the over- great 


Freedom of their warm and bold Speech- 


es, without any other Qualifications, 
grown into an Intereſt and Reputation 
with the Populace. | ah 


It has been obſerved, that he worſe 


Men have been moſt forward in Factions, 


and 


L 


and the greateſt Bontefeus moſt honour- 
8 ed by their reit tive contending Parties; 


and that nothing ought to be more the 
Care of good Patriots than to keep them 


as low in Reputation as they can: For 


ſays Dr. Davenant, Nothing can ſoon- 
* er haſten the Ruin of a Country, than 
to have Men lifted high in the Opini- 
* ons. of the People, and followed and 
truſted, in whom their Vices are much 
* more prevailing than their Virtues; and 
it muſt be ſo, if that generally be true 


which he. ſpeaks of ſome popular Go- 
vernments, That they choſe for their 
© mutual Strivings, for ſetting aſide 


Factions and dangerous Brigues, Times 
© of the profoundeſt Peace; and that at 
* ſuch Seaſons Men grown Popular by 
© wicked Arts, ambitious Pretenders, 
light Orators, and the worſt fort of 
* Citizens have the moſt Sway and Au- 
* thoriry among the People. | 
The ſame Dr. Davenant alſo obſerves, 
That if the ſeveral Branches here men- 
© tioned had anſwered better, the Nati- 
on had owed much leſs than it does 
at preſent, which would have been a 
great Eaſe to the King's (King William's) 
Affairs; but. that during the War, the 
Publick Revenues were hardly capable 
of another ſort of Conduct; for it has 
21 been 
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© been obſerved in other Countries, 
© whereWar has introduced Factions and 
© Diviſions, that no Man is continued 
long enough in his Employment to 
gain Experience in it. He who begins 
to know a little, muſt preſently make 
Room for ſome Body more uſeful in o- 
ther Matters, or to gratify a Side; and 
how can the reſpective Branches be 
well managed, when the principal Of- 
fices thereunto relating, are or may 
be three or four Times in a few Years 
made a Prey to the victorious Party? 
In a divided Nation, /e moſt Skilful 
Treaſury that ever was will find it ſelf 
entangled, and irs Care in the Prince's 
Affairs diſappointed; for at ſuch a Sea- 
ſon, bold and turbulent Spirits will 
intrude their unskilful Heads into the 
ſubordinate Stations, where they will 
be an unſufferable Weight to thoſe 
who fit at Helm. 
Therefore (he adds) „to cure this 
dangerous Diſtemper of Faction and 
Partics, ſhould be the joint Care of 
good Men, whoſe Defigns and Coun- 
cils ſhould have all the ſame End, that 
is, their Prince's Proſperity and Coun- 
try's Welfare : For as Faction is the 
© Effect of that looſe Government which 
f is unavoidable in a Time of War and 


Trouble, 
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1 Trouble, ſo while Faction is ſuffered 


* to continue, tis a perpetual Bar to bers 
ter Adminiſtrarion, for it emboldens the 
© Bad, and terrifies the Good; tis a 
+ Lunatick whom the Phyſician cannot 
© approach, without Danger to himſelf. 
Some Stateſmen therefore, when it ra- 

ges high, withdraw from Affairs, and 
will not miniſter the Phyſick of their 
Council till the Fit is over, and till 


TFTime and Chance have fettered up 


< the Patient : But tho' this Caution of 
© theirs be good for themſelves, tis hurt- 
* ful to the Publick ; they ought rather 


at ſuch a Seaſon to interpoſe with their 


© ſound Advice; Prudence, and Wiſdom, 
© and thereby endeavour to cure a cor- 
* rupt and frantick People. 

It is to be obſerved, that the preſent 
Weiters: in their Addreſſes to the People 
of Great. Britain for their Government, 
in voting at the enſuing Elections, cen- 
ſure the entire Conduct, not only of the 
late Houſe of Commons, but the whole 
Legiſlature, and arraign them as having 
neglected the Nation's Intereſt and Safe- 
ty. They take Pains to expoſe all their 
Debates and Reſolutions, with the moſt 
malicious Remarks they can deviſe. What 

poſſible Meaning can they have in the 
Appeals they thus make in ſuch publick 
Man- 
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Manner to the People, but to ſubmit e- 
very Thing to their debating, and to 


leave to their giddy Judgments the Su- 
preme Deciſions in all the important Af- 


airs of State; whereby they would quite 
ehange our ancient Government, and re- 
duce it from a Form well and wiſely e- 
ſtabliſhed, to a meer Anarchy, which is 
the Corruption of Democracy ? 
Whatever Party has the upper Hand, 
and is truſted. with the principal Admi- 


niſtration of Affairs, the Realm may poſ- 


ſibly ſubſiſt, and Government it ſelf may 
go on, tho the miniſterial Part of it may 
not be in ſuch Hands as this or that Side 
deſire. But if we once come to loſe the 
diſtinguiſhing Mark, which makes us 
happy above the reſt of N ations; if the 
Boundaries are removed, if the Conſti- 
tution is altered, and Parliaments are 


laid aſide, or their Authority weaken d; 


we are no longer a free Country, and 
that Building and right Model is thrown 
down, which our Anceſtors, at the Ex- 


pence of ſo much Blood and Treaſure, 


have erected. 
But it's probable theſe new Politicians 
have not ſufficiently conſidered this, nor 


that Liberty is equally unſafe, where 
Parliaments are to be frighted and in- 


fluenced by popular Clamours ; and that 
tis 
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ris not the Name of a Hoxſs of Ce 


that makes a Nation free, but their Ef- 
ficacy, Power, and Authority, and the 


Neſpect and Reverence their Conſultati- | 


ons and Proceedings meet wit. 
I ſhall conclude this with recommend- 

ing (in the Words of Mr. Addiſon) * a 
< Virtue to the Friends of the preſent E- 
* ſtabliſhment, wherein the hig have 


been cemarkably deficient; which is, a 


* general Unanimity and Concurrence in 
the Purſuit of ſuch Meaſures as are ne- 
* ceſlary for the Well-being of their 
Gr 1 
As it is (fays he) a laudable Freedom 
of Thought, which unſhackles' their 


Minds from the poor and narrow Pre- 


judices of Education, and opens their 


Eyes to a more extenſive View of the 


publick Good, the ſame Freedom of 


© Thought diſpoſes ſeveral of them to 


the - embracing of particular Schemes 
and Maxims, and to a Singularity of 
Opinion which proves highly prejudi- 
cial to their Cauſe ; \eſpecially when 
they are encouraged in them by the 
vain Breath of Popularity, or by the 
Artificial Praiſes which are beſtowed 


Temper of Mind, tho the Effect of a 
noble Principle, very often * 
| their 
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their Friends, and brings into power 
the moſt pernicious and implacable of 
their Enemies. In Caſes of this Na- 
* ture, it is the Duty of an honeſt and 
© prudent Man to ſacrifice a doubrful O- 


< pinion to the concurring Judgment of 


© thoſe whom he believes to be well in- 
© tentioned to their Country, and hv 
have better Opportunities of looking 
into all its moſt complicated Intereſts. 
An honeſt Party of Men, acting with 
Unanimity, are of infinitely greater 
* Conſequence, than the ſame Party aim- 
© ing atthe ſame End by different Views: 
As a large Diamond is of a thouſand 
Times greater Value, whilſt it remains 
entire, than when it is cut into a Mul- 
titude of ſmaller Stones, notwithſtand- 
ing they may, each of them, be very 


curiouſly ſer, and are all of the lame 
Water. 


